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Reported by Varda Pinckard 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Johnson, Crockett Crowei+ 
WILL SPRING BE EARLY OR WILL SPRING BE LATE? Cloth; 8x6; $2.75 


* Around the beginning of February the groundhog sticks his head out of nis 
hole and asks his perennial question: "Will spring be early or will spring be late? 
There is no doubt about this groundhog's preference, he fervently hopes for an early 
spring as do his animal friends in the woods. When a passing truck carrying arti- 
ficial flowers drops a bright red rose on tne snowy field, Groundhog is delightec 
and runs to the woods to deliver his good prediction. The animals rejoice, but Pig, 
a sceptic, nibbles greedily at the evidence and disgustedly reverses Groundhog's 
verdict: it is a paper flower and spring is nowhere near. The other animals are 
very sad, particularly Groundhog, who, nevertheless, every second day of February, 
pokes his head hopefully from his little hole, hoping to detect a glimmer of spring. 
A spry text and Crockett Johnson's beautiful wintry drawings retell with charm the 
seasonal fable of the groundhog's prophetic search for his shadow. In no sense 4 
nature book. (1/15.10:59-9424) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Breetveld, James Coward-McCann-Getting to Know 
GETTING TO KNOW BRAZI $2.50 


A straightforward history-geography of Brazil, this book does not exceed 
the limits normally ascribed to such a study. But it does inject into the facts 
regarding the Brazilian terrain, its produce, its customs and history, a note of 
vivid appreciation. Illustrated by Don Lambo, this study of the United States of 
Brazil gives an attractive and compact picture of the world's fifth largest country 
and of its 65 million inhabitants. A good classroom supplement. (2/25. LC:60-5675) 


ELEVEN TO THIRTEEN- FICTION 


Balch, Glenn Crowell 
HORSE IN DANGER $2.75 


* Once again King, the stallion of Wild Horse Tamer, Winter Horse and the 
Midnight Colt, figures prominently in Glen Balich's story of ranch life in Idaho and 
Nevada. Now in a story of mystery and action, King, the wild horse, who has become 
the leading stallion of the Tack Ranch, is accused of raiding a neighboring ranch 
of brood mares. Realizing that King's life is jeopardized by this accusation, tne 
Darbys and Gaucho set out to establish King's innocence and become involved in a 
vicious intrigue. Vigorous in style, this book combines good adventure with au- 
thentic details of ranch life, gaining suspense from a situation organic to the 
setting. Black and white illustrations by Lee J. Ames. (2/15. LC:60-6250) 


ELEVEN TO THIRTEEN- NON-FICTION 
Rubicam, Harry C. Putnam 
MEN AT WORK IN HAWAII $3.00 

With Hawaii a full fledged member of the United States, its resources ve- 
come increasingly of interest to this country. In this text the various products of 
Hawaii are explored--coifes, sugar, cocoanut, flowers, wax, pineapple. Also, the 
strategic and tourist vaiue of Hawaii are indicated, a glimpse at the Hawaiian geo- 
graphy is provided, and a summary of Hawaiian history. Men at Work In Hawaii provides 
an adequate source for cursory study of our newest and most unusual state. Illustrated 
with photographs. (2/26. LC:60-5641) 
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Schimmel, Gertrude Dodd, Mead 
JOAN PALMER, POLICEWOMAN $3.00 


Joan Palmer, responding to her widowed mother's needs, decides when she is 
finished with high school to go immediately to work. Her jobs as a secretary offer 
security but little satisfaction, and when she becomes aware of the duties of women 
police she undertakes to join the Force. Her training-- jujitsu, calisthenics, procedure-- 
the strict discipline to which she must adhere,is explicitly stated by the author, who, 
herself, has been associated with the Police Department. A series of assignments which 
range from probing gambling rackets to dealing with runaway children fire her with a 
genuine enthusiasm for her work. Determined to study for a degree through facilities 
offered by the Department, she looks forward to a career dealing with children, disposes 
of one beau and becomes engaged to a young co-worker. Within the framework of a teen-age 
career book, Gertrude Schimmel combines a generous amount of factual material with a 
series of engrossing fictional adventures. (2/14. LC:60-6307) 


William, Jay Walck 
THE TOURNAMENT OF THE LIONS $2.75 


* A contrapuntal story, The Tournament of the Lions deals with two young squires 
during the reign of King Rene of Sicily, who, while concluding their training for knight- 
hood, are told the story of Roland. As the two young men prepare for a tournament, the 
final event of their apprenticeship, they are told of his valor and his betrayal. Trans- 
lated into prose from the Digby Manuscript No. 23 (Bodleian), the chivalric legend retains 
much of its original force, while the story of the two knights of King Rene illustrates 
— a. forms and attitudes of heraldic times. Illustrated by Jack Keats. (1/13. LC: 
60-6821 


THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN- NON-FICTION e 


Friedman, Estelle Putnam 
MAN IN THE MAKING $2.95 


As fascinating as it is for man to contemplate his future it is as fascinating 
for him to delve into his origins. The scientific means at his service belong to the 
fields of archaeology, paleontology, and anthropology. In this concise text the result 
of explorations in these fields as well as the accidental findings which contribute to 
our picture of man's development are clearly and dramatically stated. The various ages 
of man are considered, man's relationship to apes, the manlike apes, the apelike men, 
and finally the first recognizable modern man are reviewed in sections which illustrate 
the specific techniques used by science in identifying their evidence. Despite the many 
texts dealing with prehistory, this text, combining much meticulous factual information 
with a stimulating style,is recommended for supplementary school reading and for any high 
school reader with a normal curiosity regarding his heritage. Illustrated by Frederick 


Marcin. (2/? LC:60-5635) 


Richardson, T.D. THE GIRLS' BOOK OF SKATING Roy 
Wilson, Vera THE GIRLS' BOOK OF BALLROOM DANCING $3.00 each 


These two books offer help to girls at every level of accomplishment in skating 
and dancing. Proper equipment for skating, plain and figure skating, skating as a career,- 
are discussed with diagrams given for the execution of various steps. Also diagrammed are 
various dance steps in the second book, which extend from the simple fox trot to the more 
involved dances. Both books are generously illustrated with photographs and include 
profiles of prominent members of both fields as well as suggested careers in the respective 
fields. Somewhat slanted to the British point of view, they are nonetheless clear and 
helpful. (1/25. LC:59-12927 & 12926) 
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Giles, Janice Holt Houghton, Mifflin 
JOHNNY OSAGE $3.50 


Set against a background of the Osage-Cherokee wars this is the story of 
Johnny Fowler--the brother of Rebecca of The Believers, an earlier book. Johnny 
Fowler runs a trading post and feels a sympathetic understanding for the Osage. His 
love for a young teacher is jeopardized when he avenges a Cherokee attack on an 
Osage village, determined to wipe out a force which has inflicted unspeakable vio- 
lence on the Indians he knows and appreciates. A steady, readable .work, Johnny 
Osage is well entrenched in a rich historical background. Full report on p. 844 
(2/15. LC:60-5149) 


Berry, Don Viking 
TRASK $4.95 


Excitement and suspense abound in this recounting of a tale based on true 
adventure in the Oregon Territory. Set in the 1840's it revolves about Trask, an 
actual person, his trek by foot through the mountains to the rich coastal lands, 
his contact with hostile and friendly Indians, and his subtle negotiations for land 
rights. Trask's obligation to prove himself a man, his encounters with continual 
peril, and his profound impulse to explore and expand are treated with simplicity, 
against a background of pictorial majesty. Adventure enthusiasts will greet the 
author as a significant and welcome newcomer. F.R. p. 893. (24. 1C:60-5835) 


Jenkins, Geoffrey re Viking 
A TWIST OF SAND $3.95 


Readable, if not always believable, this first novel of adventure off the 
coast of Southwest Africa should appeal largely to a masculine audience. Heavily 
plotted. When in World War II Lt. Commander Peace sails through these wild seas on 
a mission, he vows to return to these waters which- though uncharted- offer vast 
riches. This he does, becoming involved in a network of blackmail, adventure and 
exploration. A fresh touch and the steady impact of adventure recommend this book 
to readers with a strong taste for danger. F.R. p. 891. (2/? LC:60-5836) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Thane, Elswyth Dodd, Mead 
WASHINGTON'S LADY $5.00 


This reads like fictional biography, but is firmly grounded in meticulous 
study of every phase of Washington's career that concerned his "lady", Martha Custis 
Washington. Her role as wife of the Commanding General of an army constantly defeat- 
ed, sparsely clad, inadequately equipped, frequently hungry, was not an easy one. 

She lived in constant terror for his safety and whenever he went into winter quarters- 
Valley Forge, Morristown, Newburgh - or the pleasanter settings of Cembridge and Phila- 
delphia- she joined him, to make a home for him and his staff. Her devotion never 
flagged- nor his to her. And this is a warm and moving picture of a marriage, and of a 
man whose human side is: frequently forgotten. While the book covers the whole of her 
life as his wife and widow, the focus is mostly concentrated on the war years, though 
the eight years of the unwanted presidency and the too brief years at Mt. Vernon re- 
ceive their share. A book of considerable charm. F.R. p. 909. (2/1. 16:59-14718) 


Lapp, Ralph E. Harper 
ROADS TO DISCOVERY $2.75 






Tracing the growth of atomic science from 1895 and the discovery of X-Ray 
to the present, this book presents a stimulating and lucid statement of modern atomic 
physics. Written by an outstanding nuclear physicist, the book goes far to show how 
from that point on theory and experience worked hand in hand to explore the inner 
architecture of the atom. The Curies, Hahn and Strassman, Fermi are discussed in 
terms of their contributions, the atom and hydrogen bomb, the cyclotron, the use of 
atomic energy, the versatility of the neutron all become accessible to the under- 
standing of the layman as Ralph Lapp conducts his illuminating tour of the fundamental 
precepts of a science which has:come to touch on the life of every individual alive 
in the second half of this century. Illustrated. F.R. p. 910. (2/3) 
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Weems, John E. Henry Holt 
Preface by V. Stefansson RACE FOR THE POLE $4.50 


Polar exploration holds fascination for all ages, and this absorbing, thoroughly S 
researched book, dealing with the controversy over Commander Peary and Doctor Cook, 
contains much of interest to armchair explorers. Both men were in Greenland in 1908. Both 
claimed to have been first at the Pole. Weems staunchly defends the Peary claims, and feels 
that Cook's claims were discredited. He probably never reached the Pole at all. This 
revival of an ancient feud makes interesting reading today because of the light thrown on 
both men, on the issues involved, and on details of Arctic life when modern equipment was 
unheard of. F.R. p. 911. (2/8. LC:60-5954) 


Catton, Bruce Little, Brown 
GRANT MOVES SOUTH $6.50 


While this book is part of the larger project of recounting varied aspects of 
the Civil War, it is concentrated on the career of the quiet, somewhat discredited army 
officer, Col. Grant, who was pulled from retirement in 1861 and returned to active service, 
through the years of growing eminence, as he captured Vicksburg, opened the Mississippi 
to the North, and was made the Commanding General of the northern forces. No writer today 
depicts the field of battle as well as Catton; in his hands war loses its glitter and 
fighting men are seen as tired, sweating, swearing soldiers. Vividly written, this stands 
on its own both as biography and history. F.R. p. 901. (2/4. 10:60-5860) 


Thorwald, Jurgen Pantheon 
THE TRIUMPH OF SURGERY $6.50 


In a continuation of the earlier The Century of the Surgeon, the fictional Dr. 
Hartman takes up his account of significant moments in medicine from the point when & 


anesthesia and antisepsis allowed for great progress in surgery. Detailed accounts of 
cerebral and spinal, lung, throat, gallbladder and other complex surgery are given. 
Anecdotes of celebrated men give luster to this highly readable and informative book. 
Illustrated with photographs and line drawings, this book is essential to anyone contem- 
plating a medical career and will also be read with interest by those with merely a 
general interest in the progress of surgery. F.R. p. 903. (1/7. 1C:59-8587) 


BOOKS FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Johnson, June Harper 


838 WAYS TO AMUSE A CHILD $3.95 


* A treasure chest of projects with which to amuse and stimulate a child, this 
prodigious text includes formulae for both indoor and outdoor play. Creative occupations 
from which a child may at once derive amusement and understanding abound here in this 
book addressed to parents of children from the age of six to twelve. A section on crafts, 
hobbies, and science, a discussion of pets, and a full list of reference books make this 
an indispensable aid to the parent who would encourage growth on the part of his child and 
avoid the hazards of unutilized time. By the author of Home Play for the Preschool Child. 
(2/17. LC:59-13283) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES AND CORRECTIONS 


814 (J-358) Westervelt, V.V.- Title from FINDING A CAREER IN A CHANGING WORLD to 
CHOOSING A CAREER IN A CHANGING WORLD (Putnam) 
877 (J-363) Norman, Gertrude- A MAN NAMED WASHINGTON- definite date 2/22- A MAN * 
NAMED LINCOLN- definite date 2/12 (Putnam) 
880 (J-366) Armstrong, Warren- TALES OF THE TALL SHIPS- this should be listed as NON- 
FICTION not FICTION (John Day) 
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No Must Books; No Dark Horses; These Above the Level 


Without question two books will build substantial sales, though neither g.alify as 
Must Books. Howard Spring's ALL THE DAY LONG (Harper) and Cameron Hawley’s THE LINCOLN 
LORDS (Little, Brown). Three are marked by distinction and will rate a good critical 
press- but large sales are unlikely, outside their individual followers:- 4 HERITAGE 
AND ITS HISTORY by I. Compton-Burnett (Simon & Schuster); John Bowen's THE CENTER OF 
THE GREEN (McDowell, Obolensky); and Maurice Druon's modern trilogy, THE CURTAIN FALLS 
(Scribner). And one adventure for escape reading, NIGHT WITHOUT END by Alistair 


MacLean (Doubleday). For the balance - the market is unpredictable. Reports in 
section following. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 


January 21 ql Qk 


Keon, Michael ‘i Simon & Schuster 
THE DURIAN TREE $3.95 


Michael Keon's earlier novel- The Tiger in Summer (Harper-1953) was a study 
of Communism in action in the Far East. This returns to a similar theme and simiiar 
arena- Malaya- but somehow it is the rain jungle, in all its lush, primitive splendor, 
which leaves a more lasting impression than the minor struggle which is engaged there. 
This takes place, if only indirectly, between Trumpey, the British Adviser to the 
titular Malay Sultan, the representative of an enlightened, benign Colonialism, and 
Ng, a Malayan Chinese, a native of implacable hostility and dedicated vision. For 
while Trumpey remains fairly remote- living at the Residency with his wife and her 
sister, Candace, Ng continues to harry his enemies determined to destroy "the soul, 
spirit and symbol" of Trumpey. This will be accomplished however through the human 
agency of Candace, whom he kidnaps- while she is with his old comrade at arms, Ferris, 
at the edge of the jungle. Ferris follows them and a great deal of the narrative here 
alternates between shared incidents in the past, between the developing romance- 
Ferris and Candace, and between their physical progress through the jungle which is ‘ 
projected in visually exciting detail. This is an alien part of the world, and 
certainly the many books which have dealt with it have not brought it any closer to 
an American audience, but the international struggle which takes place here (in more 
emotional than intellectual terms than the earlier book) has significance and Keon is 
a writer of fairly vivid powers. (LC:60-6093) 


January 28 


Compton-Burnett, I. Simon & Schuster _ 
A HERITAGE AND ITS HISTORY $3.75 wv 


Ivy Compton-Burnett has launched another missile and, like her numerous 
earlier novels, this one is far out. So far, indeed, that it will undoubtedly be 
beyond the reach of the average reader, though a thing of joy to her devotees. The 
Challoners, an unusually close-knit family of the landed aristocracy, are all 
interested in who will inherit the estate and the titie. A simple thing, one would 
imagine, except that Sir Edwin refuses to die and even takes a wife at 69, after his 
beloved brother passes on. Further complicating matters-- Simon, the obvious heir, 
fathers a son by Sir Edwin's wife, disinheriting himself. Simon marries and produces 
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five children, one of whom, twenty years later, wants to marry the young heir, her half- 
brother. Miss Compton-Burnett succeeds in making incest a rather forbidding vice, but 

she does manage to restore to family conversation some of the malicious sparkle and wit ea 
absent from most hearthsides today. From two year old to grandparent, everyone enjoys 
sticking needles in each others' carefully nourished sore spots. "It is a question that 
must be asked"; "You cannot leave it unsaid"; "I like to have things put into words",- 
these are key sentences in the novel, pointing to both its strengths and its weaknesses. 
The complete candor, the entertaining outrageousness of saying things often thought but 
never expressed, and, on the other hand, the endless overexposure of the characters and 
the heartlessness of the writing-- these qualities tend to balance each other out for most 
readers, but there are some to whom it is a delightful combination. (1LC:60-6090) 


February 8 


Lloyd, David Demarest Bobbs-Merrill 
THE SIRENS LET HIM GO $3.95 


An Italian idyll, set in and around Naples, is concerned with the romantic and 
mercenary designs of Count Vicopugni, his rich American wife, Abby, who now seems to be 
broke, her lover- Renzo Bodino- a playwright who finds the source of his creative powers 
in many affairs- most recently that with Ileana, a saucy and seductive tramp, and Joseph 
Fletcher, the young American innocent who is sent to Abby with a letter from his father- 
a one-time admirer of hers. Joseph is to spend a summer of classical studies on the money 
left him by his grandfather for his education- but Abby is to see that it will not be 
academic. To discourage Renzo's interest in Ileana, she encourages Joseph's- but he is 
too serious in his intentions (marriage) toward the girl and then must be disengaged.... 
There is pleasant scenery from the castle to the caves of Cumae, an air of sophisticated 
diversion, but it is so protracted that the young man's release is also the reader's. 


(LC: 60-7146 ) e 


Bowen, John McDowell, Obolensky 
THE CENTER OF THE GREEN $3.50 


* "We don't want to have to think for ourselves, feel for ourselves, live by 
ourselves"- so speaks one of the characters in this fairly cheerless family picture- but 
even so- it is the failure to communicate that is the central theme of an extremely 
percipient novel. For while Mrs. Baker is a mother still trying to minister to the sons 
who are now grown (two are in London, one in Bombay), Colonel Baker long since withdrew 
from both his children and his pallid marriage, and now devotes himself to his Nature 
Diary and his garden. One boy, Charles, working for a small trade paper and living ina 
dreary basement flat, takes too many sleeping pills- as a rather tentative rebuttal of 
the pointlessness of his existence. The other son Julian, while married, indulges his 
penchant for young girls- first his landlord's daughter which leaves him to face a possible 
paternity suit as well as divorce,- then a fifteen year old pupil. While Charles, in his 
Group Therapy sessions, soon realizes that he can make no contact with anyone, Julian, 
who has always run away, now runs home. Colonel Baker makes an attempt to help him fails, 
and the old man's death is a final abdication...... The inadequacy, the isolation of these 
lives has been accomplished in sharp detail and in small, shattering scenes, and while it 
is too comfortless for popular acceptance, Bowen is a writer of ease and some excellence. 
The market to try for will be somewheres between Angus Wilson and Penelope Mortimer- who 
handled this problem in feminine terms. (1C:60-6635) 


February 10 


Jones, Madison Harcourt, Brace 
FOREST OF THE NIGHT $4.50 é& 


"3 


s 1801, the place was Tennessee, and it was a rough and cruel time. 
tute which formalized the punishment for a horse thief. They 

nd watched the sheriff lash the back of the pilloried suspect to 
cut off his ears. Jonathan Cannon, an idealistic young school 
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teacher, leaves Virginia, seeking a place "Where new ideas of liberty and justice 
will take root". He believes there should be schools for everybody. He also 
believes that Indians were human beings and to be treated with dignity. Jonathan 
runs into a heap of trouble in Tennessee over and above his notions. He gets mixed 
up with a woman and her child who are left over from a family of murdering religious 
maniacs, who chop off the head of a sinner, nail it to the saddle of a horse and 
drive it into the settlement- as a warning- while blaming it on the Indians. Some- 
how Jonathan survives many physical and mental tortures after losing his woman in 
childbirth in the forest, escapes a hanging, and is about to re-open his school. 
His story is well written and is persuasive in its recreation of these times, but 
the brutality of man to man does not make it easy to read or accept. (1C:60-5427) 


February 15 


Elwood, Muriel Bobbs-Merrill 
THE BIGAMOUS DUCHESS $3.95 


Elizabeth Chudleigh, an ambitious girl from Devonshire, is the subject of 
this fictionalization of history, and her emergence from obscurity to notoriety - via 
a successful recovery from smallpox and a chance to be a maid of honor to Augusta, 
the Princess of Wales, in the mid-1800's - is based on the royal disturbances and 
two cases in law. Within the excesses of the Prince's household she falls in love, 
becomes pregnant, and, with her lover sent on the Grand Tour, she secretly marries 
Augustus Hervey. Her child dead, she ignores her husband, attracts many, and settles 
for the Duke of Kingston. Hervey's chances at a title send her scurrying for proof 
of her marriage; her chance to marry Kingston, after many years as his mistress, 
send her scurrying to destroy the proof; Hervey's attempt to divorce her ends in a 
trial which leaves her free to marry Kingston. But with his death she is again 
forced to appear - to protect her inheritance- before a jury of her peers, on the 
charge of bigamy. Her resulting acquittal leaves only the knowledge that her goal- 
of a title - has been deception of herself as well as others. For all its well- 
rooted research into the period and its facts, this clothes its characters with 
copious detail - little reality. (1C0:60-7150) 


Wilk, Max Macmillan 
DON'T RAISE THE BRIDGE $3.50 


The title, which is supposed to come from "the 20th Century American 
Philosopher, James Durante", continues, "Lower the river!" and with this as a take- 
off you get a panting-after-Peter-de-Vries combo which does not always make the same 
happy talk. Practically an A to Z (and back again) series of complications revolves 
around George Lester, a one-time,small-scaled chiseler, when he determines to retain 
possession of his (almost) legitimate Green Haven Inn in Connecticut. Pressed by 
his first wife to buy her portion of the partnership, he reverts to his earlier know- 
how, puts the bite on a local dentist, steals the design of a revolutionary oil drill, 
and gets into international give (little) and take (b) to save his new security. The 
obstacles, the local evasions and interruptions, the connivings to meet his massive 
ante to keep Green Haven, and his final near-disaster are dependent on a one-time 
seduction, of a respectable matron (she was wearing riding breeches) and George's far 
from commendable approaches to all his problems. Funny - then and now- as funny 
does. (LC:60-5405) 


February 17 


Abels, Cyrilly & Harper - 
Smith, Margarita- Eds. $5.00 
4O BEST STORIES FROM MADEMOISELLE 


An anthology of stories published over the last twenty-five years for the 
magazine, Mademoiselle, indicates by its list of authors, among whom are the out- 
standing practitioners of the form, that its editors have been far more concerned with 
literary quality than with maintaining a lady-like disposition for their publication. 
In Paul Bowles', Pastor Dowe at Tacate, @ missionary is nearly coerced by the natives 
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into taking an infant bride; Madelon Shapiro talks of the demi-world of the motor 
cyclist; Shirley Jackson's Charles creates a fictional demon of his own misconduct; 
James Baldwin tells of a Negro girl debilitated by sexual encounters with white lovers; 
Camus' Adulteress accepts a strange and terrifying partner. Forty stories in all, the 
enthology embraces European and American writing, writing which is amusing, startling, 
and consistently distinguished. (1C:60-5966) 


February 17 


Spring, Howard Harper 
ALL THE DAY LONG $4.95 


’ A long, discursive family novel, the sprawling ramifications of the Legassicks, 
with all their marriages, provide the cast of characters; the span of the turn of the 
century through World War II, the period; and England- from the Cornish coast to Manchester 
to London, the triangle of the settings. And the narrator, through whose not always dis- 
passionate eyes the happenings are mirrored, is Maria, youngest of the Legassick vicarage 
family, who wryly describes herself as "universal aunt, receiver of confidences, looker-on 
at other people's loves". But her brother Roger. whom she loved perhaps too well, wouid 
not have.so described her; nor the hordes of nephews and nieces, cousins and relatives- 
in-law, all of whom turned to her as the one foundation rock of their lives. It is a 
story without beginning or end that reflects the shift from the utter security of life in 
the first decade of the century, to the menace and violence and disruption of two wars- 

anc. perhaps most of all, the period in between. There is more of Sturm und Drang than in 
The Houses in Between, but in many ways this is closer to that in mood and handling and 

in the broad canvas of England's social classes and mores. There's a quiet charm that wiil 
appeal to people who liked The Houses in Between better than Howard Spring's other books. 
(LC: 59-13309) 


de Cespedes, Alba Houghton, Mifflin ) 
BETWEEN THEN AND NOW $2.50 


Irene, a newspaperwoman, who has shattered the pattern of her wellborn Italian 
family, to live alone- and live with an intellectual lover Pietro, now looks backward- 
and forward to the rather sketchy rewards of her emancipation. For while one sister took 
the protection of the veil, another that of a middle class marriage, Irene has also found 
no real happiness except that of "understanding"; she has achieved a certain equalization 
of the sexes- but at the expense of excitement; individuality while sacrificing the small, 
personal, feminine gratifications. And that abstraction freedom - a freedom "which doesn't 
reduce them to nothing" is proved ultimately meaningless.... A still life, rather than a 
novel, this is an evaluation of experience through its many small insights and illuminations 
and Alba de Cespedes (The Best of Husbands, The Secret) is- like Colette- a highly sensitive 
interpreter of the impalpable, equivocal relationship between men and women. (LC:60-5219) 


Harris, John Morrow-Sloane 
SUNSET AT SHEBA $3.50 


This is a story of a manhunt, set in the South African veldt in 1914, when the 
Boers seized what they saw as their opportunity to stir up trouble once again. But this 
reletes a more or less chance incident, when a subaltern, puffed up with his own import- 
ance, took it upon himself to set out in pursuit of Sammy Schuter, accused of having run 
arms to the rebels, albeit unwittingly. Bit by bit, the reader's sympathies align them 
selves with the renegade, and with Polly, no better than her reputation, but loving Sammy, 
and taking to the wilderness with him. Gradually the hunt closes in, until Sammy holes up 
with Polly behind rocks on a hill, and keeps at bay Kitto and his detachment of thirty men, 

rown bloodthirsty in the intensity of the hunt. Polly for a time turns against Sammy, 

when he kills the one man who was trying to stop the affair. But- with the help of Winter, 
war correspondent- she gets horses for him while Winter pays the ultimate price to carry her 
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message. Once past the hurdles of an unfamiliar terrain, a confused political 
picture and difficult gathering of the threads, this is an odd, offbeat sort of story, 
that has some of the mounting excitement of high adventure. (LC:60-5460) 


February 16 3/ ; ] 


Hurst, Fannie Doubleday 
FAMILY! $3.95 


The Spragues were a family held together by the most tenuous of bonds. 
Ed and Clara- and their colorless children- almost made the "Average American Family" 
of the year (though I'd rather hate to see this as a typical picture). Charley was 
the big moneymaker- but could not buy sanity for his wife, nor affection from his 
children, who in their turn failed abysmally in their marriages. John Henry, also 
prosperous, had put himself outside through his marriage to Myra, from an orthodox 
Jewish background. And nobody in "the family" had much in common with anybody else. 
Then came Virgie, confessedly free with her favors, more mother than lover to a 
succession of misfits- and Charley found what he wanted in her, and took her home as 
his wife (though without benefit of clergy). And then Virgie took over. She mothered 
the lot of them, brought happiness and understanding, and meaning to the term "family". 
But the end- for Charley and Virgie- was disaster, and one wonders how permanent her in- 
fluence would prove. The telling is episodic and choppy; the style incredibly ama- 
teurish for so practised a hand as Fannie Hurst, and the whole adds up to a pretty 
low standard of professional writing. (1LC:60-6882) 


Malm, Francis 4/7 Doubleday 
WORLD CRUISE - $4.50 


Twelve Americans embark on a world cruise, each seeking either consolation 
or fulfillment in the three months of travel. But the shadows of their private 
dilemmas intrude into the artificially safe atmosphere of the freighter, marking 
each passenger with his inevitable destiny. To a repressed divorcee comes sexual 
liberation and then suicide. To a middle aged and defeated bachelor, potency. Two 
warring sisters are reunited in their need to reestablish the congenial atmosphere 
of their childhood, while an elderly and lonely widow finds companionship with a 
widowed farmer. To one couple comes the futile release of too many Martinis, a 
frightened girl finds protection in a marriage to a millionaire forty years her 
senior, while still another girl, unobserved by her vulgar and indifferent mother, 
spins out a web of lurid fantasy which permanently mutilates the lives of two fellow 
voyagers. In the genre of Grand Hotel, this novel does an admirable job of logically 
engaging the lives of passenger and crew so that in some sense no individual involved 
is untouched by the others. Emotionally convincing, well written, this novel, 
completely lacking in humor, is serious but never profound. (LC:60-6895) ».: 


Stegner, Mary- Ed. Doubleday 
PRIZE STORIES 1960: O'l’enry Awards $3.95 


This is a collection of sixteen O'Henry prize winning stories for 1960. 
Along with some general remarks on the state of the short story in America, Wallace 
Stegner, in a sensible and illuminating introduction, discusses the stories in some 
detail and finally places these varied offerings in four groups: "those in which 
there is some emphasis placed on local custom and culture; those which concern them- 
selves intensively with personal, mainly family, relation; those in which the 
problems are those of children or adolescents; and those which are hardly stories at 
all, but allegories or meditations”. First prize, The Ledge by Lawrence Sargent Hall 
which appeared in the Hudson Review is a story in classical heroic proportions, of a 
fisherman betrayed by his own self-reliance. Its exact opposite in tone and style, 
Philip Roth's Defender of the Faity, from the New Yorker is a masterly exploration 
of the moral ambiguities of obligation. The third prize is Robin White's Shower of 
Ashes from Harper's which is a story of varied elements, set in India, successfully 
combining both the desperate and the mildly humorous. The remaining stories represent, 
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among others, Elizabeth Enright, Sylvia Berkman, Herbert Gold, James Purdy and Glendon 
Swarthout. A highly individual collection manifesting a similarity in competence of a 
high order. 


February 18 


van Aerde, Rogier By Doubleday 
THE TORMENTED i $4.50 


Faith and despair, depravity and genius marked the life of Paul Verlaine, who 
in the latter half of the nineteenth century was heralded as a mystical poet of genius, 
a degenerate, possessed by insidious passions. His love for the bourgeoise Mathilde, 
his child bride, sharply conflicted with his passion for the renegade poet Rimbaud. His 
dipsomania, a tendency apparently inherited from his forebears, rendered him totally 
incapable of dealing with the conflicts which tormented him, finally driving him away 
from the woman he loved, into a self destructive alliance with Rimbaud, and finally into 
prison. Adored by his mother, Verlaine's obsession to attain forgiveness drove him toward 
the Church, and, physically unable to adhere to the religious vows he perpetually took, 
he fell deeper and deeper into the vortex of guilt. Physically a coward, he jeopardized 
his pregnant wife's life rather than expose himself to enemy bullets, and yet, in the face 
of the appalling circumstances in which he lived, he had the courage of a poet and through- 
out his life did not compromise his artistic vision. Less popular in tone than Lawrence 
and Elizabeth Hanson's Verlaine, Fool of God, this biography, translated from the Dutch by 
Elfriede Zayen, reads like a grim anatomy of paradox, emphasizing neither the poems nor 
the times, but rather the insistent pattern of repeated folly that was Paul Verlaine's agony. 


Guthrie, A.B., Jr. Houghton, Mifflin 
THE BIG IT and Other Stories $3.50 


Individually and collectively, these stories have the breath of western life 2 
in them. Thirteen stories in all, they take the reader behind the scenes of ranch life, 
of Montana towns - the settings ranging from bars to village stores to ranch houses to 
any of the places men gather. Among the most interesting stories are those in which out- 
landers prove themselves:- the new foreman, Clam Randell, whom the boys called Mother 
Hubbard, until he licked his predecessor; the first man principal, Mr. Ellenwood, who took 
his bridges as they came, even if it meant knocking a man out; the storekeeper, Mr. Baumer, 
who found a new way to collect a bill. The humor is barbed and indirect - only occasionally 
raw. There's an occasional undercurrent of pathos - and only rarely a touch, rather heart- 
warming, of sentimentality. Chiefly, these are he-man stories of the western frontier, as 
the mechanical age moves in- told with the perceptiveness, the understanding, the vigor 
that characterizes Guthrie's novels. (LC:60-5671) 


Sothern, Terry | v/ Random House 


THE MAGIC CHRISTIAN A, $22.95 

A literary eye-stopper is a satirical prank as it tots up the eccentric pursuits 
of the "last of the big spenders", Guy Grand, who dropped some ten million dollars a year 
in amusing himself- by shocking the public. "Easy green's the game" as he pointed out to 
the man to whom he offered $6000 to eat up a parking ticket, or a $500 bill for a frank- 
furter; but he also liked "making it hot for them"~ so there was the motion picture house 
in which he showed altered films, the dog show at the Garden which he broke up with a 
strange South American entry, the $100 bills he dropped into vats of dung and urine imported 
from the Chicago stockyards, the media (a newspaper, television, etc.) he bought up and 
disrupted-- all preceding his "coupe d'estime", the luxury cruise on a reconditioned 
passenger liner, the S.S. Magic Christian... To be classed with James Purdy's Malcolm, & 
this is also an original, in which a perverse figure of fun and practical jokes has some- 
thing in mind beyond the discomfiture of individuals and creates disorder in a material- 
istic world. It can be read as entertainment or as an extravaganza, or as a rebuke to the 
Philistines. (1C:60-7681) 
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Februery 19 


Borland, Hal Lippincott 


THE SEVENTH WINTER $3.95 


Jeff Ross, a successful cattleman, with a 10,000 head ranch outside of 
Denver, in 1871, is reminded by his best friend and foreman when a snow storm begins 
to look like a blizzard, that this is a seventh winter and likely to mean disaster. 
The framework of the novel is the heroic effort of the men to save the cattle. The 
story of Jeff's unhappy first love affair, his marriage to a good and loving woman, 
his experiences in the cavalry in the Civil War, his inadequacy as a husband and as 
the father of two girls as well as a defective son, is told in flashbacks— from the 
points of view of the several important characters in the novel. There is an un- 
likely meeting between Jeff and his first love, whose healthy son might be his- but 
she has become hard and calculating. This returns Jeff to his family, to find that he 
has lost most of his cattle, and his foreman who died in protecting his interests. 
But he has found a new meaning in life. There is good descriptive writing, with some 
exciting pictures of the buffalo herds sweeping the cattle along with them through 
the blizzard, but the story line, while never dull, is fairly obvious. (LC:60-5344) 


Malet, Oriel Putnam 
THE HORSES OF THE SUN $3.95 


Lively, sensitive, intelligent nine-year-old Lisa, the result of an alliance 
between a prim Englishwoman and a talented Italian magician, and Sophie, Countess of 
Montefiore, a warm-hearted, impulsive much married Frenchwoman, are the heroines of 
this amusing and tender novel of the young and the young in heart. The Contessa's 
idyllic summer ville on Elba is the scene of Lisa's greatest happiness and blackest 
misfortune. Her happiness springs from the beauty of the island, the understanding 
if capricious kindness of the Contessa, the sympathy of Professor Fabrier (once the ee 
Contessa's lover) and the companionship of his teen age son Pascal. The misfortune 
is caused by a cold and beautiful English girl, niece to the Contessa, girl friend 
of Pascal, who out of envy and priggishness creates a situation that forces Lisa's 
mother to leave her position as the Contessa's secretary and return with Lisa to 
England. The reader's disappointment at this sad turn of events is amply assuaged 
by an epilogue in which one learns that Lisa grew up to marry Pascal and that the 
Contessa married the professor. Characters, setting, situation and style all add up 
to an exceptionally pleasant reading experience. (I1C:60-5272) 


February 21 
Heyward, Louis Random House : 
GRANDPA AND THE GIRLS $4550 
oo: fi 


Nobody wants grandpa, a Hungarian, Jewish immigrant in his eighties, to go 
to Tulsa on a visit to his daughter Dora. For the affluent Dora is involved in the 
running of an establishment which the Schaeffer elders, in the presence of the 
Schaeffer children, refer to in only the most veiled terms. But Grandpa, wise in the 
ways of the Talmud, is determined to find a way, and after considerable maneuverings-- 
adventure into bootlegging, a brief and catastrophic encounter with the retail grocery 
business, several schemes of entrepreneurism which drive the local shopkeepers to 
distraction--he invades his daughter's mirrored place of business. Fortunately for 
Grandpa, his daughter conceives of him as a latterday Moses, and diligently protects 
him from too intimate a knowledge of the function of the three "college girls", who 
draped in kimonos, meander through her corridors. Moments of uproarious humor, more 
moments of nostalgia, invade this book but do not completely counteract the spottiness 
and exaggeration which render it less than successful. (LC :60-5540) 
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Mayrant, Drayton Coward-McCann 
THE LAND BEYOND THE TEMPEST $3.95 


An able practitioner in the field of historical fiction makes use of the first 
English stay in Bermuda as part of Devonshire Tamar Gates' search for the fiance who 
failed to appear for their wedding. Rob Morgan, a Welshman, is not approved by her father, 
Squire Gates, but does win the favor of her uncle, Sir Thomas Gates, who persuades the 
Squire to agree to Tamar's marriage. But Rob does not turn up before the sailing of the 
Virginia expedition so Tamar leaves, jilted and hurt, with her father, uncle, and Admiral 
Somers, and the assiduous attentions of Leftenant svelyn fail to allay her worries over 
Rob. Storms blow the ships off their course, they are cast away in the "Bermoothes", and 
their stay there is clouded by threats of mutiny, murder, death and the dissension caused 
by the clash of authority between Gates and Somers. But Tamar learns that Rob has been 
impressed and, when they finally make their way to Virginia, not only finds him but has 
all of Forrester's treachery revealed. Here the coral islands, the starving garrisons of 
“i and early New World history background a troubled romance effectively. (1C:59- 
11451 


MacLean, Alistair Doubleday 
NIGHT WITHOUT END $3.95 


The Greenland icecap - and a weather station of the I.G,Y., manned by three 
scientists, provide the setting for as exciting an adventure tale as MacLean has given 
his readers. This time, as one reads, there is the same sense of participation in the 
suspense, the terrors, the hardships- as one had in #7..S. Ulysses. Only afterwards 
does it seem beyond belief that a jet airliner could have crash landed on the icecap, 
thousands of miles from its goal, with a dead man at the controls, another crew officer 
dead, a third badly wounded, a wounded stewardess, and all but one of the small group of 
passengers able to be extricated, alive, from the wreckage. More than this is demanded 
of the reader, who accompanies this handful of ill-assorted survivors, through temperature 
often more than 50 degrees below zero, through ice and wind storms, over rough terrain, in 
a rattletrap old Citroen tractor. And the final challenge to credulity is that among the 
passengers, two are ruthless murderers - identity unknown- and that there is some secret 
factor that made each of the seeming accidents important. A wildly improbable tale, which 
carries conviction with every arduous step, and makes excitingly good escape reading. 


(LC: 60-6893 ) 
February 24 


Simon, Claude N/ Braziller 
THE GRASS 5 $3.95 — 


The Faulknerian prose in this book is quite exasperating in the beginning, with 
its endless series of self-correcting clauses, amendments, or rather the "or rather" 
that seems to lead only to a restatement of what was already said, an endless circling 
round to pin down the remotest shadings of a thought.... until one comes on the subject 
matter of the book to which the style is exactly suited. There is little plot. An old 
woman, one of two, is dying in a country house in France; the other, her sister, with her 
husband, son and daughter-in-law, are there in the house, amid the scent of rotting pears 
from the orchard. They are waiting for the implacable fact of a death which has not come 
by the end of the book, but which has, by then, infected all of them, even the daughter- 
in-law's love affair, even love, even life. The rambling series of images, insights and 
scenes have the cumulative effect of forty days and nights of rain; a deluge, a waste, 
that would be unbearable without the oblique downpour of poetry that has produced it. Not, 


obviously, a book for the casual reader, but the final scenes are shocking and memorable. 
(LC: 60-6241 ) 
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O'Connor, Flannery Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
THE VIOLENT BEAR IT AWAY $3 -75 


* In her first novel - Wise Blood and in a collection of short stories - A 
Good Man 1s Hard to Find Flannery O'Connor manifested, along with her obvious talent, 
a penchant for the grotesque. If one wishes, this novel - an exercise in the 
macabre - can be read as an allegory: a struggle for a soul, a conflict between 
evils. When his great uncle died at the breakfast table Francis Marion Tarwater , 
14, too drunk to bury him, fired his house and set out for the city to find out how 
much of what the old man had told him was true. The old man, who said he was a 
prophet, had kidnapped the boy from his uncle, baptized him, and raised Tarwater to 
expect the Lord's call himself. Rayber, Tarwater's uncle, a schoolteacher, had, 
himself, received the old man's indelible mark but he had repudiated his fate and 
married a woman from the Department of Welfare, twice his age. They had one child: 
an idiot. When Tarwater met the schoolteacher's dim and ancient idiot child, Bishop, 
he knew that he was expected to baptize him - to carry on his great uncle's mission. 
The battle begins: between the schoolteacher's belief in nothing and the old man's 
fanaticism. Finally Tarwater succumbs to the tide of his heritage, baptizes and 
drowns Bishop ahd goes forth to the dark city "where the children of God lay sleep- 


ing". As a specialist in southern horror stories Miss O'Connor's attitude has been 
wry, her’ preferences perverse, her audience special. (LC: 60-6752) 
Reichley, James ‘ae, Houghton, Mifflin 
HAIL TO THE CHIEF 272 [| (N+ $4.50 
j ; 6 


The scene of this novel is the Republican National Convention in Chicago, 
sometime during the 1960's, and the subject is the selection of the Republican 
nominee for the Presidency. Charles Danser, handsome and cynical, highly paid 
political writer, discovers that the Governor of Oregon, the leading candidate, is 
backed by tainted big-money oil groups in Texas. It happens that the Governor's 
wife Julia is Charles' ex-mistress, and Charles is still reluctantly in love with 
her. Julia persuades Charles not to publish his information because she believes 
it is false. It comes out anyway, and as a result General Lucas Truscott gets the 
nomination after four days of hectic backstage deal-making and conVention-hall 
dramatics... The novel poses the questions: how much effect did Charles have on 
history? Are national conventions a serviceable institution or not? Was it just 
good luck that the best man for the job happened to receive the nomination? In 
working out his answers the author goes at great length into the minds of the prin- 
cipal characters and writes page after page of political philosophy. What results 
is a’ long and turgid story with a few dramatic scenes. The biggest question it 
poses remains unanswered: what does the clever Charles see in a harebrained nitwit 
like Julia? (LC: 59-8862) 

February 25 


Hawley, Cameron Little, Brown 
THE LINCOLN LORDS $5.00 


Better than Cash McCall; not so good- but more mature- than Executive 
Suite, this third novel from Cameron Hawley sustains his reputation for an honest 
approach to business problems- in fictional dress. For the first time his central 
woman character is three dimensional; in the earlier novels the women were lay 
figures. Another new facet is that this time Lincoln Lord is depicted as a man who 
has run away from threat of failure, who seems to have no ability to come to grips 
with issues despite his magnetic front. Everyone is charmed- at first- into believing 
he can fill that enviable place at the top, until he runs into trouble. And after 
it has happened again and again, he becomes, it seems, unemployable. Even his wife 
is panicked by doubt and confusion. And it is at this point the story opens. His 
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His charm comes through - but it can't pay bills, nor fool any more those nearest to him. 
The desertion of his Man Friday, Brick, was a final blow. And then he gets another 

chance. A small cannery down in Jersey needs a top executive. The story gathers momentum 
and interest as one follows Linc's somewhat tentative first steps, his disillusionment and 
near panic as he finds what a dead cannery he has inherited, his growing distrust of one of 
the key people- and growing faith in another, only to find them at odds to the point, in 
the older man, of mania. There's the ripening seed of anti-semitism here (and frankly, I 
found this an artificial and distasteful handling of the subject, never wholly integrated 
with the central theme). And what makes that central theme- the growth of the Lincoln 
Lords themselves- tick? One actually feels the steps by which both Linc and his wife- and 
for that matter their problem teen age son- find that they cannot function independently of 
the company, of which for the first time, they have become wholly a part. (1C:60-5858) 


February 25 


Keene, Day & Vincent, Dwight Putnam 
CHAUTAUQUA $3.95 


An American institution of the first half of this century provides the back- 
ground for a story which turns an Iowa community inside out. The sordid is there- along 
with the romance and nostalgia- and much of it does not make comfortable or pleasant 
reading. For the plot centers around one couple,- Ira Bixby, who controls not only the 
taxi concession, but acts as bootlegger in a "dry" town, his wife, Nita, who had made a 
business of her body for a large number of the town's lusting males, and small Carole, on 
whose future both of them were centered. But Carole was bound to know about her mother, 
sooner or later, if she didn't get out of town - and the Chautauqua provided the catalyst 
that changed Nita's plans. Carole was chosen as The Sleeping Beauty; her innate gift held 
promise of a future on the stage; Nita decided to reform. And here fate tripped her ‘up- 
and she found herself a murderess, with her husband charged with the crime. This thread 
weaves through numerous subplots:- Hale, manager of the Chautauqua, finally after nine 
years, finds Margaret, the girl he'd loved and lost; Jimmy learns that it isn't his child- 
hood sweetheart, Betty, that he wants, but a girl with the show; and Betty finds she is 
pregnant by a traveling salesman - and a news story brings him back to her. So in the 
end, almost everyone is on firmer ground, the Chautauqua moves on - and the town sits back 
to look at itself with new eyes. Not for the squeamish- but it has its moments. Major 
publisher promotion. (1C:60-5273) (Q) 


February 26 


Taylor, David Lippincott 
STORM THE LAST RAMPART $4.95 


A fast-moving story of the last months of the American Revolution, this is 
also a solid historical novel which gives the reader the comfortable feeling that he has 
painlessly absorbed a great deal of inside information and been offered a broader panoramic 
view. Bennett Paige is a Rebel captain and a spy behind British lines. While on the 
British-held side of the Hudson, gathering the information which helps to lead to the ex- 
posure of Benedict Arnold and the capture of Major Andre, Bennett re-encounters the 
“tavern wench" Hannah, from whom he has previously been trying to secure information. 
Acquaintance ripens to mutual dislike. Later, however, Bennett discovers that Hannah is 
the unknown informer and a faithful Rebel. They join forces as spies and eventually fall 
in love. They also are not only privy to, but actively partake in the great deceptive 
strategy by which Washington secretly moved his troops away from the Hudson, in order to 
trap Cornwallis in Yorktown, bombard him into surrender and win the war. This is sub- 
stantial writing, full of the sound of muskets, galloping horses, and generals in moments 
of decision, and the battle of Yorktown provides an earsplitting conclusion. One realizes 
that for all the rawness of its troops, this was a real war. (LC:60-6392) 
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MacInnes, Colin Macmillan 
ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS $3.75 


A brief, excellent, crowded and rather inconclusive (because no conclusion 
is yet in sight) excursion among British teenagers, the Absolute Beginners, who are 
neither Teddy boys nor yet members of the potentially "conscript" (browbeaten adult) 
youth-- this book is both a declaration of independence, anda gentle, angry re- 
affirmation of values. [ts nameless young hero, who speaks rather like a Salinger 
adolescent grafted onto Mad magazine and the beat generation, survives four summer 
months in teen-age London with grace, dignity and compassion. This in spite of the 
fact that he makes a living taking photographs (often pornographic) and numbers 
among his friends, who are mostly under twenty too, dope addicts, fags, procurers 
and assorted frayed T.V. personalities. His mother runs a boarding house for her 
lovers; his seventeen year old true love has a penchant for "Spades" (MacInnes' 
earlier book- City of Spades), and winds up marrying a homosexual for money but comes 
back to him during the race riots in London.... For all the surface ugliness of its 
people and jargon, this book, existing in a very narrow time hedged with perils, is ~ 
full of awareness, tenderness, and a morality based on a hopeless love for other 
people. It is alive from beginning to end. (LC: 60-6164) 


Druon, Maurice Scribner 
| THE CURTAIN FALLS $5.95 


* A Modern Trilogy is here published in one volume (though Druon's earlier 
historical series- The Iron King, The Strangled Queen, etc. appeared individually). 
And in spite of its many points of interest- even excellence, its length and its 
physical appearance (fine print) may deter the less patient reader. This is, by 
and large, a massive family chronicle, following the house of Schoudler from its 
prominence over a period of fifty years to its decline and decadence. The larger | 
view is accomplished through many smaller, personal and brutal insights--the proli- 
feration of scenes and sequences introduce a cavalcade of characters, sexually avid, 
socially calculating and materially ambitious. The scene opens in Paris in 1916 
(and never moves far from the French capital) at the birth of Jean-Noel Schoudler, 
who will inherit a newspaper, a Holy Roman Empire title, miscellaneous fortunes and 
haldings, as well as the literary fame of his other grandfather- a celebrated poet. 

It closes as Jean-Noel (his father has suicided, his mother has been murdered by a 
second husband cuckolded by the memories of the first, his vast inheritance gone) 
sells his youth to a homosexual British peer, then to a woman of more than seventy 
and finally indulges the incestuous attraction stirred by his sister. In between, 
there are many individual stories and unforgiving portraits: of Jean Noel's grand- 
father- and his wicked pursuit and persecution of a distant connection- Lulu 
Maublanc; of Lulu Maublanc, and his attempt to prove the manhood he has never achieved 
by fathering the child of a prostitute (a rigged pregnancy); of Simon Lachaume, who 
attains his personal, literary and political successes at the expense of the Schoudlers. 
He gets his start at the deathbed of a family patriarch and goes to warmer resting 
places shared with the-women of the Schoudler lineage- a niece, and finally Jean-Noel's 
younger sister who conceives his child, etc., etc.... In one respect, although using 
an objective rather than subjective method, this work can be compared with Proust in 
its:-attempt to pattern the flux of a society through the composite lives of many 
people, and again in the shaping and shifting of worldly spheres of influence and 
personal power.... Literary recognition seems more assured than personal liking. (LC: 
60-6046) ) 

February 7% 2u 


Kapelner, Alan Braziller 
ALL THE NAKED HEROES $ 272 


The most disturbing and unforgivable element in this first novel is the 
fact that although the setting is supposedly the thirties in America the situations 
and characters belong to the Beat Generation. This is more than distracting; it a 
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invalidates the book. It may be argued that the Beat Generation has been around for a 

good while, lacking a label, but their characteristic jargon and forms of address is 
decidedly something new. This tortured narrative which freely borrows in "style" from * 
Hemingway, the kaleidoscopic U.S.A. and the Beat writers, begins in 1930 with the death 

of Anita Gomery. Her sons Paul and Ripley begin their journeys in search of themselves, 
oddly enough, in Greenwich Village. Rip abandons New York for a freight-hopping flight 
across the country and Paul, a Cornell boy who has developed a personal antagonism toward 
Hitler, discovers the "pot set". While Rip is writing impressions of his progress to Mary 
Hathaway, Paul's old girl friend who works at Time, Paul becomes a male whore, then goes 

on the bum. At last in 1940 the Draft arouses the somnambulist Paul: he writes a letter 

of conscientious objection to the President, never mails it, seeks a refuge in gin, and 
that failing, kills himself. Rip returns to New York, to Mary, to the war and to a literary 
career. There seems to be very little in this desperately earnest but pathetically inept 
book which justifies its publication as a novel. (1C:60-5611) 


Spine Tinglers 


February 15 


Frazee, Steve Rinehart 
HELLSGRIN $3.00 


Fifty years after the disappearance of a man, a burro and 300 pounds of gold 
pig bars into a crevasse of Hellsgrin glacier, there is a gathering of the descendants 
of those earlier involved and one old timer. If the prediction of the glacier's movements 
during the half century will bring to light the dead - and the gold, much will be proved 
as well as gained. A novelty in Western suspense. (Ic:60-5229) 


Easton, Nat 


Roy 
A BOOK FOR BANNING $2.75 


Westwicke Investigations (Bill Banning, writer of thrillers and boss; Jenkinson, 
legs and laconic; Josiane Temple, receptionist and girl of action (-check the Perry Mason 
aura?)) takes on the job of locating Col. Clifford's vanished manuscript. They fumble in 
all the family dirty laundry and unearth some bodies, blackmail, and nymphomania, but wind 
up ahead of Britain's best in a swift switch. Silly. (10:59-14287) 


Fraser, Alex Roy 
CONSTABLES DON'T COUNT $2.95 


Noel Tracy, downgraded to the rank of village bobby after a girl makes a fool of 
him on his last case, abjures all women. But the attractive Stella, who has lost her dog, 
arouses his protective interest which becomes even more partisan when an attempt is made 
against her stepfather's life and his partner is killed. Tracy's distrust of women still 
clouds his judgment of what has happened, and what may, but dissipates just in time to 
save the life of the girl he was likely to lose. Acceptable. (1C:59-14101) 


February 18 


Wees, Frances Shelley Doubleday 
THE COUNTRY OF THE STRANGERS $3.50 


Vancouver newspaper reporter Liz Doane, on to a narcotics traffic and one of 
its operators- Kelly- who in turn is on to her, takes an Intourist trip to Russia to 
safeguard her life in the hopes that she can avoid pursuit. But the knowledge that four 
people have booked after her, that one attempt- once inside Russia- is made against her S 
life, and her ignorance of the real identity of any of her traveling companions keeps her 
guessing- along with the reader... An interesting itinerary, a pleasant romance, and a 
well-managed story line should subsidize this as light entertainment. (1C:60-6917) 
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February 18 


Macrae, Travis Rinehart 
TRIAL BY SLANDER $2.95 


Janet, after the death of her husband, John, becomes involved with Jason 
Whiting, a professor, who hopes to be free of his incompatible marriage with Antonia, 
a vulgar and venomous woman. People talk, and talk more when Antonia is found 
murdered- with John's gun clearly fingerprinted by Jason. Only Janet believes in 
Jason's innocence despite the trial which finds him guilty and she is able to prove 
her point.... Not too much of a problem, but the everyday familiarity of the suburban 
scene (Westchester), domestic detail and the romance keeps this plausible. Certainly 
to women. (LC: 60-5337) 

February 29 


Roth, Holly Random House 15 
THE VAN DREISEN AFFAIR $2, 9 


Geneva, Washington, Kharkov, Munich and the Austrian-Hungary border trans- 
continent the background for young, but recluse, Elena van Dreisen's involvement in 
the possibility of an international incident. For she carries through her orders to 
effect the escape of Poporov, a professed communist, is distrusted when she returns 
to her country, and produces an all-over action in every branch of the State Department 
to prove and protect an American citizen. An Albrand area with dotted i's. (LC: 60- 
5534) 


N ON =- F I C T | ON 


Coming Your Way 


There 1s nothing very important in the non-fiction field— but these three are easily 
enjoyable; Norman Rockwell's NORMAN ROCKWELL (Doubleday) is a friendly account of him- 
self and his illustrations; Ralph Barker's THE LAST BLUE MOUNTAIN (Doubleday) is not 
major mountaineering but an interestingly personalized account of an expedition which 
ended in tragedy; and Fredric Warburg's AN OCCUPATION FOR GENTLEMEN (Houghton, Mifflin) 
introduces the British publisher to an American audience. And a curiosity-catching 
title and subject- THE THIEF IN THE WHITE COLLAR (Lippincott) may be something to 
watch and may go well with the Vance Packard market. See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
January 14 


Aczel, Tamas & Praeger 
Meray, Tibor THE REVOLT OF THE MIND $5 .00 


Historically this is an extension of Meray's previous book Thirteen Days 
That Shook the Kremlin (P. 315). Here "A Case History of Intellectual Resistance 
Behind the Iron Curtain", follows the position of Hungarian writers under the Com- 
munist control of their country to the point of the revolution of October, 1956. The 
enforcement of Soviet culture in all areas of life and writing, the voluntary sub- 
mission to the homogeneous and carefully integrated ideology propounded by the 
Muscovites, the "Old Fighters" and the new generation of Hungarian youth, and the 
belief in the Party's "directed inspiration" are described together with the coming 
of a new enlightenment from released prisoners and the political simmerings in which 
the cultural elements added their part. And with the division among the Communist 
writers, begun in 1953, comes the awareness of how the Hungarians had been duped by 
large and small lies - particularly in the "unprecedented crimes" commited in the 
Rajk affair-; of the advent of further terror and of the necessity for open revolt. 
A documented indictment by two who were not only Communists but Stalinists, this 
underlines and footnotes the Thirteen Days and states its case for intellectual 
freedom. In detail. (LC: 59-8143) 
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January 25 
Moraes, Frank Macmillan 
THE REVOLT IN TIBET $4.00 C4 

This is both an account of the rebellion which broke out in Tibet ir March of 
1959 a few days after the Daiai Lama had fled to India and a short poiitical history of 
Tibet. T°ret nas been a theocracy since the eleventh century when the religious strength 
of Lamaisn. ve assert itself and throughout its history this isolated and imenetrable 
country nes ass its independence whenever China has been weak and unwillingly accepted 
Peking's suthority when the Chinese were overwhelmingly strong. In 1911 after the Manchu 
dynasty collapsed the Dalai Lama declared Tibet independent and until 1951 that country 
functioned as independent. The author traces Tibet's social and religious structure before 
the Communist invasion, the growth of Lamaism, which is not very different from indian 
Buddhism, the procedures governing the selection of the Dalai Lama and he examines in some 
detail the relationship between China, Tibet and India. He discusses Nehru's policy which 
has been one of appeasement toward China while respecting Tibet's autonomy and he fees 
that India's attitude in 1950 when the Tibetan appeal came before the U.N. was both equi- 
vocal and inexcusable. "Like Czechoslovakia twelve years before Tibet was sold dowr the 
river." Moraes does not believe that India deliberately aided China in absorbing Tibet 
but he thinks that India's non-interference was a colossal blunder. The fsie of Tibet 
unmasked China and Moraes ventures the opinion that if any good at all is to result from 
the event it will be as a lesson to Asia. A competent piece of journalism. The author 
includes a report of an interview with the Dalai Lama. (1C:60-6644) 


January 29 


Poling, James- fd. Crowell 
THE ROCKEFELLER RECORD $3.50 


Subtitled A Political Self-Portrait, this is a careful selecticn, drawn from @ 


his “public utterances", of Nelson Rockefeller's attitudes and positions on a wide variety 
of topics: che democratic principle, government, domestic economic policies, foreign trade 
and foreign policy, labor and agriculture, public health, education, civil rights, housing, 
organized crime and the national security and defense. Poling points out that the "portrait" 
which emerges is that of a “social liberal and economic conservative", a fact which has 
become apparent in Rockefeller's first year as governor of New York State. Poling devotes 
the first section to a brief biography of the likely candidate for President, dwelling at 
some length on the fact that John D. Jr.'s children were raised in a rather puritanical and 
abstemious atmosphere. He traces Nelson's early career, his interest in South America, 
his role in the government under three presidents and his slick campaign for governor which 
was handled, Poling boasts, as an industrial sales promotion program. This is simply an 
elaborate piece of campaign literature. It is highly questionable though just how well a 
candidate is served by the publication of a supposedly serious document which is unabashedly 
designed to please everyone. 
February 6 
Walker, Peter F. University of North Carolina Press 
: VICKSBURG $5.00 
* Based largely on contemporary records, in subject supplementing Catton's recent 
Grant Moves South, this exciting and unbiased book by a Southern historian is the story of 
one fatally situated Civil War city and its inhabitants, Vicksburg, Miss. Vicksburg, by 
reason Of its strategic location on tue Mississippi the key to the western Confederecy, 
early became the center of Northern attack, a goal to be conquered. Besieged and under 
constant bombardment for four weeks, its people living in caves, the city surrendered to 
Grant only when its food supply was exhausted, on July 3, 1863, the final day of Gettysburg 
and a date that forecast the end of the Confederacy. The book, almost a personal recoid, is & 
filled with the sound of shells and the smell of powder; its readers meet profiteers and 
cowards, eerces and tired women, watching with them the Northern gunboats on the river and 
the stesay approach of enemy troops, with the final surrender feeling the same mixture of 
despair and relief that swept the city itself. Carefully documented and superply written, 
this is a volume for all Civil War devotees, north and south, and is required reading “cr 
all Civil War historians. Illustrated. Bibliography. Index. 
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February 8 


Levy, Alan Holt 
OPERATION ELVIS $2.95 


A quick, bright,- perhaps not necessary - look at the professional and 
military careers of Elvis Presley which is as much a commentary on the press and the 
public as it is on its truck driver-singer-millionaire-Private US53310761 subject. 
This lines up his impressive (depressing?) rise to world wide fame, the frenzies of 
his audiences, and the garish goings-on over his induction into the Army, while it 
surveys the problem the Army itself faced, and how it preserved the facade of his 
"normal" military life. Although it is indicated that "the Pelvis" :hehaved better 
than his many fans and most of the media, it does show up how the fiction was main- 
tained that he was treated "like everyone else" (an action of impossible achievement ) 
and how from the training areas here to his station in Germany the "importance of 
being Elvis" broke through, with respectability an added award. An amusing report on 
a modern day manifestation, this is a small sociological footnote whose illustrations 
by Dedini accent its mordant tone. (LC:60-6358) : 


February 14 


Epton, Nina World 
LOVE AND THE FRENCH $5.00 


The Spaniards have their bull fights, the Americans their mass production, 
but the French, as tradition has it, are the unparalleled exponents of love. In 
this wittily written history of French attitudes toward love--sanctioned and other- : 
wise--Nina Epton manages to endow what is essentially a scholarly work with grace. . 
Tracing Gallic attitudes toward women, marriage, liaisons, exploring the status of 
the French woman and her conceptions of herself, the book commences with the middie 
ages and progresses to the present. Nina Epton integrates contemporary sources and 
anecdotes into her text and interweaves her own often ironic comments. Romantic, 
courtly, carnal, and domestic love all are manifest against a background of a dynamic 
French seciety, a society which at one time embraced the extravagances of a Madame de 
Pompadour and at another moment revered the irreproachable conjugal relations of the 
petite bourgeoisie, Perhaps a bit too nonchalant to be regarded seriously by 
scholars, this is a book which is vastly entertaining and pleasantly informative. 
(LC: 60-5805 ) 


February 15 


Churchill, Allen Crowell 
THE YEAR THE WORLD WENT MAD $4.95 


This was the year 1927- a year of ebullition- the boom before the bust in 
the most obstreperous decade- and Allen Churchill (The Improper Bohemians, etc.) has 
brought it all back against a soundtrack of incidental news notes and social comments. 
While prohibition was still out, radio was on the way in along with the Book of the 
Month Club; so was the flapper- and Clara Bow had arrived; advertising had discovered 
the testimonial; sports reached two high points- with the disputed Tunny-Dempsey bout, 
and Babe Ruth's best year; and politically- along with the dashing Mayor Walker- there 
was the dour Coolidge administration. Some of the noisier, more notorious phenomena 
however have a fuller recall: the Peaches and Daddy Browning foolishness with which 
the tabloids titillated hundreds; Texas Guinan whose "boisterous talents" exploited 
@ sucker supper club clientele; the Snyder-Gray case which had more lineage than any 
murder before or since; and while Shipwreck Kelly broke a flagpole sitting record, 
Lindbergh set a more distinguished one and America found a Hero..... A playback, of 
all the small details as well as the bigger spectacles of an era which reached its 
climax in this year, provides another only yesterday which is entertaining to read 
about- embarassing to think about. 
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February ww 
} 


Rockwell, Norman | Doubleday & 
NORMAN ROCKWELL: MY ADVENTURES AS AN ILLUSTRATOR $4.95 


* One of the country's favorite illustrators modestly recalls his life and makes 
an entertaining story of his long road to topranking SEP cover artist and acknowledged 
portrayal of widely appealing pictures. He is the first to admit his limitations, his 
failures in attempting other types of canvases, his unimpressive appearance (that Adam's 
apple always thwarting him in his "dreams of glory"), and his worries over his own 
abilities. Buthis honest way with the course of his career is the sort of thing that 
should appeal to his admirers. Not a remarkable life - a family never actually poor, 
boarding house life, the usual childhood escapades and always the facility with drawing; 
the art work in New York City, the difficulty in getting started as an illustrator in 
children's books, magazines; the fearfulness in submitting his work to the great George 
Horace Lorimer - and the start of a long association; his two marriages and travels; his 
moving from the New York suburbs to New England - this is the road which is dotted with 
many amusing incidents. The problems with his models, his tour of duty in the Navy in 
World War I, the agonies over his pictures and the frustrations they inflicted, his fling 
in “society”, the response of his followers - these add to a likable personal history as 
will the author's half tones and line cuts. 


Hanson, Elisabeth Holt 
MY POOR ARTHUR $5.00 


This is the biography of Rimbaud which was first written in collaboration with 
her husband (as were the other books in their series of French artists and writers- Van 
Gogh, Verlaine, Toulouse-lautrec, etc.) but was then abandoned. This second, independent 
version of his life has been based on considerable research of original source material- 
there has been a great deal of questionable writing about him (most recently Ullman's 
very fictionalized novel- The Day on Fire.) A contradictory and controversial character, 
there are many inconsistencies between what he said and what he did, and the greatest 
unknown in his life- his renunciation of poetry at 21,-("L'art est une sottise”}is still 
not clear. From his precocious beginnings, the poetry written as a schoolboy which were 
published in Paris, to his peevish, defiant, wretched end refutes the stereotype of 
"haunted genius". With care Mrs. Hanson has retraced his early, formative relationships: 
with his mother, a forceful, dreadful woman; with the teacher who encouraged him; and 
finally with Verlaine when, not yet 17, he left for Paris and competed with Verlaine's 
wife for the older poet's attentions. The friendship, anything but serene to begin with, 
ended in the notoriety of the shooting scuffle. His later years, in and out of the 
country, from hard physical labor to a trader in Africa, confirmed only the instability 
of the boy, the frenetic pursuit of that ignis fatuus, fame and fortune, which preceded 
his agonized death.... It is always an interesting story- and Mrs. Hanson has given it 
her sympathy as well as her patience. It is hard to say whether the market is as absorbent 
as it was once for this period and its many decadent, despairing figures. (1C:60-666}) 


White, Ruth Holt 
YANKEE FROM SWEDEN $4.50 


This book by the co-author of Tin Can on a Shingle (the story of the Monitor 
and Merrimac) is a biography of John Ericsson, the Swedish inventor and designer of the 
"tin can" Monitor, with additional material not included in the earlier volume. Ericsson, 
of Viking ancestry and son of a mining engineer, was born in Sweden in 1803; a brilliant, 
restless, difficult man, interested his life long in steam propulsion and naval design, 
he invented the screw propeller, the revolving gun-turret, a caloric engine and also a > 
rat-trap that failed to catch rats. Designing the first screw-propelled ship to cross the 
Atlantic, Ericsson also designed a screw-propelled warship, Princeton, mounted with a 
naval gun of his invention; in 1844, during an official reception, the gun blew up, killing 
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the Secretaries of State and the Navy, a tragedy now forgotten. Ericsson's re- 

volutionary design for the Monitor, a revolving gun turret on an ironclad deck 18 . 
inches above water, was so long ignored by the Navy that only by miracle was she 

able to defeat the Merrimac, in Hampton Roads, Va., on March 8, 1862. At the time of 

his death in 1889 Ericsson, still far ahead of his time, was experimenting with 

solar radiation. Well documented but a proof of the fact that the lives of great 

inventors do not necessarily form exciting biographical material, this book will 

be of greater interest to men than women and should find its widest appeal among 

students ofsteam and naval inventions and U.S. Naval history. JIllustrated. (LC: 


60-5129) 
February 15 


Donnelly, Desmond Putnam 
THE MARCH WIND $3.95 


Four extensive journeys throughout the Communist world have given this 
Labor Member of Parliament a broad if not deep impression of the fortunes of 
Marxism, the changing human climate there. Indeed, his story is as vivid and in- 
formative as one might hope to find at this time. And he is something of a clair- 
voyant. On his return from Peking in 1952 he warned Parliament that the city might 
soon replace Moscow as Mecca for Communism. Only Churchill took him seriously. 
But by 1954 and '56 when he returned from Polandpredicting the Poznan riots, his 
audience swelled. And because of this acumen, his comments on the growing power 
of totalitarian China of 1957 prove both challenging and disturbing. Fortunately 
this book is more than a political odyssey ranging from the satellites to Moscow to 
Samarkand to the Pacific. For its people, its situations and backgrounds are fully 
realized and tascinating. The view is that of a British socialist: But the impli- 
cations of that view---a discontented, restless Marxist society on the move--- 


challenge all Americans who can see beyond their own back yard. Illustrated. 
(LC: 60-6110) 


February 15 


Berrigan, Daniel World 
ENCOUNTER $3 .50 


This second volume by the Lamont Poetry Award winner, Father Daniel 
Berrigan, is rich with images, both physical and spiritual. Written in blank verse, 
the poems present polished fragments of perception--Eve taught death by the blood- 
tainted sheep of her slain son, Abraham with a new awareness of his love for Isaac 
as he prepares his great sacrifice, Mary stalked by the trees that would form a 
cross for her son. Father Berrigan's poems are lyrical, pivoting on personal con- 
ceptions, isolated insights into old and new themes. There are moments of climax 
here , of irony, of feeling, but as a whole the language is contrived, the poetic 
climate modish, and the perceptions of limited dimension. 


February 17 


Barnett, A. Doak Harper ~ 
COMMUNIST CHINA AND ASIA $6.95 


This is a full-scale, well-documented study of Communist China, her do- 
mestic policies and her relationships with other Asian nations and the United States. 
The purpose of this study, which was made under the sponsorship of the Council on 
Foreign Relations, is to provide a picture of Communist China's growing impact on 
Asia and the myriad of new problems it poses for us. It attempts to appraise the 
Chinese Communist challenge in its political, economic and military aspects. The 
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author has put his emphasis on the present rather than the past, in order to stimulate 
some serious thought on the part of American policy makers in determining alternative 
paths for the future. Mr. Barnett is extremely well qualified to write with authority 
on China. He was born in Shanghai, and spent his first fifteen years in China. In 
1948-49, he was in Peking during the Communist siege and take-over of that city, and he 
lived under Chinese Communist rule for about seven months. In this book Mr. Barnett 
examines the institutions and techniques with which Communist China is striving to remake 
its own society and exert its role as a major power on the international scene. He 
appraises the strengths and weaknesses of Communist China's domestic base, the stability 
of its rule at home, the prospects for its economic development. He also assesses the 
basic motivation and philosophy of the present rulers and delineates their short-term 
foreign policy tactics and long-range strategy. Perhaps what is especially important 
about this book is that it provides that much-needed total context by which we can now 
understand certain actions of the Peiping government which have until now seemed incom 

rehensible or disconnected. The book also provides a fairly good basis for judging 
— general direction of the future may be. Appendix, Notes, and Index. (1C:60- 
995 


February 17 


Schneer, Cecil J. Harper 
THE SEARCH FOR ORDER $6.00 


This offers a brief yet intensive discussion of major ideas in the development 
of the physical sciences from the earliest times to the present. Visualizing the growth 
of science as an important area in the play of man's creative imagination, and as an 
inseparable part of western culture that is fundamental to the molding of man's total 
perspective, the author does not treat the individual sciences per se, but rather dis- 
cusses the scientific ideas he feels have had the greatest influence on the evolution of 
civilization. Thus he presents absorbing commentary on cosmology, mechanism, evolution, 
field theory, relativity, quantum mechanics, and other ideas, as well as on the men wnose 
imaginations and experiments contributed to their elucidation. This book is an outgrowth 
of a series of lectures delivered to liberal arts students at the University of New 
Hampshire and can be conceived as a philosophical introduction to the physical sciences. 
In the light of the title choosen it is strange that there is not one reference to the 
writings of Lancelot Law Whyte, nor comment on the future direction of science. It is not 
a book for the average layman but is for all libraries having strong science sections, 
especially in college and university libraries. Bibliography, illustrations. 


Jaspan, Norman with $ .. ippincott 
Black, Hillel aan $4.95 
THE THIEF IN THE WHITE’ COLLAR 


Written primarily for businessmen by the president of a management consultant 
firm this book is an attempt to explain why honest people steal. Since there are almost 
as Many motives for theft as there are thieves, much of the book is almost by necessity 
concerned with individual case histories - whether they involve the thorough scoundrei 
such as Serge Rubenstein or the poorly paid desperate bank teller. But the authors do 
manage to isolate some general causes for embezzlement: gambling, extravagant iivins 
standards, unusual family expense, undesirable associates, inadequate income. And tney 
point out that the essential difference between white collar crime and robbery or turglary 
is that white collar crime is invariably concerned with violation of trust. After es- 
timating that white collar employees, rank and file, supervisory and executive are 
stealing about four million dollars in cash and property from their employers each working 
day the authors go on to deal, in cursory fashion, with corruption in government posts, 
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labor unions, the kickback, bribery, padded expense accounts and a multitude of 
devious and ingenuous methods of petty thievery. They suggest that the fault of 
white collar crime rests with the top management who, they feel, foster dishonesty 
through poor business practices and they offer some specific pointers for dealing 
with the problem. At this point, though there is little that one can argue with, 
some readers might find the tone of the advice - that good employee morale and 
era working conditions are good for business - slightly distasteful. (LC: 
O-5107 


February 18 


Barker, Ralph Doubleday 
THE LAST BLUE MOUNTAIN $3.95 


* The attempt to climb the 24,270 foot Haramosh, 1000 miles North East of 
Karachi in the Himalayas, is sensitively recorded here- and if this is perhaps not 
the highest mountain, or one of the more showily strenuous accounts, it has many 
moments of excitement, of real tragedy, and of awareness of the five men who engaged 
in this expedition. It was in Bernard Jillott, a year out of Oxford, who organized 
the ascent, that the mountaineering impulse and ideal was most strongly developed; 
he enlisted Streather, a man of greater self-sufficiency as well as experience, as 
well as Emery, a medical student and poet, Scott Hamilton, a voluble American, and 
Rae Culbert, an outspoken New Zealander. A temperamentally compatible group, they 
remained that way- even during the days of inactivity which followed the first two 
weeks of excellent weather, and the later period of stress. With falling snow, and 
poor visibility, their chances of reaching the top diminished as the natives' re- 
sistance to go on increased; along with the dull skies and dispiriting delays, there 
were the increasing dangers of ice cliffs and avalanches. Jillott and Emery fall- 
but survive and escape, surprisingly, but there is a second accident in which Jillott 
is killed- Culbert is stranded, and the others are by now too weak to rescue him so 
that he is left to die alone..... The obdurate dream of men such as this to "see 
over the next hill", the exhilaration which must be equalled by cool and practical 
skill, the courage which must surmount failure and the sense of striving which 
survives that failure and gives it meaning for others- all transcend the actual 
incidents of this particular attempt. (LC: 60-6856 ) 


Bell, Jack Doubleday 
THE SPLENDID MISERY $4.95 


Thomas Jefferson in a letter once called the Presidency a "splendid misery", 
and author Jack Bell has written a book describing just about how splendid that 
misery can be. Mr. Bell's thesis is that the Presidency is the nation's, if not the 
world's, most important executive position, and that it is almost humanly impossible 
for the President to do an optimum job under the conditions that exist for him. He 
points out, for example, how much of the Chief Executive's time is devoured by purely 
ceremonial chores. Nevertheless, in an informal and entertaining style, Mr. Bell 
goes on to describe how various men have fared as Presidents, where they have suc- 
ceeded and where they have failed, where they have made nothing of the opportunities 
the job offered and where they may have made too much. Mr. Bell seems to imply that 
if the public knew exactly what the job of the Presidency called for, it would know 
better how to fill it with the best of candidates. This is a laudable point of view. 
When a personnel manager is looking for a man to fill a job, he must first have a 
good idea of what the job is about. However, since Presidents are chosen through 
methods which would drive a personnel manager to a sanatorium, Mr. Bell's thesis 
loses much of its practical value. What the author has succeeded in doing, however, 
is to show how much of history is in the hands of one decision-maker and how nerve 
racking it can be when you are making decisions for 175,000,000 people. Index. 


(LC: 60-6858 ) 
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Announcing for February 18 


Joseph, Richard Doubleday 
RICHARD JOSEPH'S 1960-1961 GUIDE TO EUROPE $5.95 ¢ 


This succeeds Richard Joseph's Guide to Europe and the Mediterranean and it up- 
dates much of the material in the earlier book, extends the coverage to include Israel. 
It is an overall travel book, with few points but basic information on costs, transpor- 
tation, hotels, restaurants, what to see and what to do. (1C:60-598h) 


February 18 


Kobler, John Doubleday 
THE RELUCTANT SURGEON $4.95 


An unusually interesting biography of the 18th century John Hunter, the founder 
' of scientific surgery, whose extension and coordination of related knowledge in many 
fields enabled him to establish many principles of modern medicine- anything from the 
psychosomatic basis of illness to artificial insemination. Also interesting is the 
character of the man who was ill educated ("I turn over the page of nature") but intensely 
curious and observant, unworldly, to an extent churlishly asocial, but deeply dedicated. 
And again interesting is the background against which his story is told- a trial and error 
era in which investigation could only be effected by snatching bodies from the hangman or 
the grave, in which the evils of the hospital wards often outdistanced the benefits, etc., 
etc. One of ten children, Scottish born, John followed his older brother William to 
London where William became a successful accoucheur and the Physician Extraordinary to 

the Queen. Whereas William helped to train John, and in the early years collaborated on 
their major investigations, the brothers drifted apart and John, for many years unsuccess- 
ful, was forced to join the barbers. But he pursued his many fields of inquiry, experiment- 
ed with venereal disease and was a casualty of syphilis, taught- and Jenner was his ulti- 
mately more famous pupil, operated- only when necessary- when amputation was the likeliest 
procedure, and built up a museum of curiosa and phenomena (for which he grabbed the corpse 
of an eight foot giant). His last years were harried by the break with his brother, the 
rancor of his colleagues, and debts.... Kobler has done full justice to his subject- but 
admittedly he needed little help to provide a portrait with many phases of interest. 

(LC: 60-6887 ) 


Mace, David & Vera Doubleday 
MARRIAGE: EAST AND WEST $3.95 


By presenting a thoughtful and engrossing review of the position of the Oriental 
woman, from her birth to her widowhood, this text draws many inevitable comparisons be- 
tween Eastern and Western marriage. The underlying thesis of this book is that things are 
not as simple as they seem, that the Westerner who shrinks in horror from arranged mar- 
riages, child betrothal, and "suttee" must also look in envy at the stable and loving 
relationships between oriental men and women in which roles are assigned, the husband 
exercising his full masculine potential, the wife, held in high esteem, fruitful, secure 
and giving. He must also turn a critical eye to the growing divorce rate in the West 
and the confusion regarding masculine and feminine roles. The authors investigate the 
progress of romantic love and give evidence that it is not, as popularly believed, a 
product of the Western imagination, they refute the notion that the killing of girl child- 
ren was done with harsh disregard for the female, and illustrate the role of the West in 
subjugating women. Neither does this book uncritically endorse the Eastern position, but 
astutely points out erroneous biological concepts which partially give rise to Oriental 
mores. What the authors do conclude is that both the East and West are in a state of 
change, that the two worlds are growing closer together, and that from the mistakes and 
wisdom of both cultures must evolve a sounder, more mature attitude toward marriage. te 
Intensively researched, this text with its elaborate list of references, its appendix on 
marriage in Communist China, and its bibliography will be read with interest both by social 
scientists and by curious readers interested in the human dilemma and its various solutions. 


(1C:60-5944) 
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Parker, Senator John Doubleday 
"IF ELECTED, I PROMISE..." $3.95 


This "laugh-a-minute"” collection of political jokes and anecdotes re- 
presents a Massachusetts State Senator's fascination with American political humor 
over the years. And his choices of it are excellent. Famous pundits, orators and 
in-fighters from Calhoun to Carter Glass or Truman are all included. Many of the 
stories are taken from the floor in Washington or the various State capitols. 
Others are gleaned from books, newspapers, or the jest and apocrypha of back-room 
political talk. For those amused by the political scene---or those who merely 
enjoy a funny story---this collection makes a rich night's reading. (LC:60-6900) 


Whitehouse, Arch Doubleday 
TANK $4.95 


From the moment the first cumbersome tank lumbered toward astonished German 
soldiers through the haze of a September morning in 1916, the art of warfare changed 
forever. This author, wellknown writer on military and aviation matters, covers 
that historic change with distinction. His book explains how the first tank came 
into being, how the tank as a weapon was further exploited by major powers, and how 
it came into its own as one of the most powerful weapons of World War II. Through 
the pages move men such as Heinz Guderian, Erwin Rommel, George Patton---commanders 
made famous by their use of the tank. Battles of both wars are vividly recreated, 
while the total effect of tanks on men and politics becomes clearly apparent. (IC: 


60-6918 ) 
February 19 


Lowell, Juliet Putnam 
DEAR FOLKS $2.95 


Another collection of the absurdities of communication rounds up messages 
from young campers, children's notes to Santa, schoolroom scribblings, class composi- 
tions, parents' communiques to teachers and principals, and general business inter- 
changes for this sure fire laugh book. What they say, and how they say it - this 
series has proved its staying powers. Illustrations by William F. Brown. (1C:60- 


5268 ) 


February 22 


Cort, David Macmillan 
IS THERE AN AMERICAN IN THE HOUSE? $3.95 


Quoting a magazine which states "Because ideas can lead to betrayal, the 
impulse toward orthodoxy in a period like ours becomes almost compulsive", the author 
attacks American conformism in a series of heated, opinionated pieces. Nothing es- 
capes him. Materialism, advertising, anti-intellectualism, mass communications, 
witch hunters, even the gossip columnists come under his fire. Although much of 
this is expressed in a kind of overwrought, ambiguous style, the final meaning is 
devastatingly clear. What emerges is a disturbing impression that Americans have 
lost their respect for personal heroism, courage and honesty which have so long 
been the moral strength of the nation. Another book is added to the list of those 
intolerant of the present scene. (1C:60-5309) 
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: Putnam 
MEMOIRS OF A PROFESSIONAL CAD $3.50 


Sardonic, world-weary, urbane, the tone of this autobiography is more suggestive 
of a White Russian emigre than of the suave Englishman George Sanders generally portrays. 
And although the actor's origins are remotely Scottish, his family has lived in Russia 
since the seventeenth century, members of the self indulgent and cultivated upper class. 
Sanders, whose professional background is varied--he is a trained bass, worked in commerce 
in South America--does not consider himself a star, but admits to a secure position of 
second magnitude. Wearily, he laments the hardships of maintaining a yacht, a glamorous 
wife--Zsa Zsa Gabor--and all the other paraphernalia associated with the Hollywood fable. 
By his own description, a sensitive, diffident man, Sanders writes of his celebrated 
colieagues with compassion, deploring the cancer of materialism which destroys lives and 
threatens to destroy Western civilization. And finally in a welding of seriousness and 
sarcasm, a tone characteristic of his writing, he advocates for the salvation of the world 
a grand orgy of love-making, all done in the spirit of a universal life wish, an orgy 
which will release the aggressive instincts of man into channels which are not destructive. 
More literate, more self-conscious than the autobiography of the late Errol Flynn, the 
Memoirs of a Professional Cad suggest an entertaining personality without being in them- 
selves essentially interesting. (1C:59-11028) 


Sanders, George 


February 23 


McAleavy, Henry Crowell 
THAT CHINESE WOMAN $4.50 


That Chinese woman, born into a devout Buddhist family during the troubled 
nineteenth century, was a creature of unique physical charm. Doted upon by her family for 
her oval face and her tiny crescent feet, she was from a very early age unabashed at using 
her attributes to please and captivate affluent gentlemen. Led by a deception into a life 
of mannerly prostitution, Sai-chin-hua early became the second wife of a Chinese dignitary 
with whom, when he was appointed ambassador to Europe, she travelled. A liaison contracted 
there later had momentous ramifications, and during the Boxer rebellion, as the adored 
mistress of the German Count Waldersee, she enjoyed full reign over the Imperial forbidden 
city. But this attachment was short lived and circumstances over and over again contrived 
to consign her to brothels of less and less distinction, circumstances in which she uiti- 
mately ended her life. An only moderately interesting recapitulation of the events in a 
less than significant life, this biography is fragmentary both in terms of the personal 
and historical insight it provides and leaves one wondering if but for the heroine's 
ae) and out of exotic pleasure houses this book would ever have been written. 

LC : 60-623 


Post, Charles J. Little, B5rown 
THE LITTLE WAR OF PRIVATE POST $6.50 


From training on Long Island, through Las Guisimas and San Juan Hill, to demo- 
bilization in a fever-ridden Montauk camp, this is a "soldier's eye view" of the Spanish- 
American War by an artist who fought in it. His recollections are vivid and entertaining. 
Through the dust of battle come grinning Teddy Roosevelt, or Richard Harding Davis who 
studied the Rough Rider's society backgrounds rather than their military feats. William 
Randciph Hearst urges the boys on---from well in the rear. And always there is the awful 
food, death by yellow fever or bullet, and final indignity of Army mistreatment back home 
again. No documented history, this memoir makes the "little" War just as amusing and 
grim to the man who fights it as any of the big ones. 4 full pages of color reproductions; 
16 black and white; some of these works of the author have appeared in Life and American 
Heritage. 
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Hewins, Ralph Dutton 
THE RICHEST AMERICAN: J. Paul Getty $5.00 


This methodical, fact-jammed biography represents what is supposedly the 
true life of American oil billionaire J. Paul Getty. Externally it achieves its 
purpose. The author, with biographies of Count Bernadotte and Calouste Gulbenkian 
behind him, has labored long in the Getty archives. He has had access to private 
papers and diary, as well as to the diary of Getty Sr., founder of what is now one 
of the half dozen largest fortunes in the world. All this information is skillfully 
assembled, made more than informative. But it cannot be called objective. For 
Getty's deeper self---his five marriages, fears and phobias, his compulsion to get 
more and more money, etc.---are never fully explained, are apologized for, or glossed 
over. Neither are his political views or behind-the-scenes methods brought fully to 
light. The book remains, however, one of the first full portrayals of Getty, and as 
such has value to the student of the current scene. Illustrated. (1C:60-506) 


Warburg, Frederic 2 24 Houghton, Mifflin 
AN OCCUPATION FOR GENTLEMEN $4.50 


This is a record unique in publishing which makes fascinating reading for 
anyone interested in what goes on behind the scenes. And as a human interest study 
its appeal extends beyond those limits. Warburg is a distinguished English publisher 
whose story spans the scale from a more or less accidental stumbling into a job at 
Routledge, a scholarly English house, through successive steps to managing-director- 
ship - and then, witen he moved too fast for the staid directors- to finding himself 
sacked. But the fairytale part of his story is the acquisition of a bankrupt business- 
with an enviable record of significant publishing- of his partners, and the colorful, 
dynamic wife who supplied the drive that gave him courage- and of the slender margin 
of survival through the grim years of the depression, to emerge with a firm that 
stands out as courageous, significant - and solvent- today. Many of the names of his 
authors are familiar on both sides of the Atlantic; many will be known largely to 
those in the same field. But nobody will close the book without feeling that a new 
dimension has been added to his understanding of publishing- and a new personality 
encountered who will not readily be forgotten. (I1C:60-5220) 


February ?? 


Brewster, Dorothy New York University Press 
VIRGINIA WOOLF'S LONDON $ 27 


This charmingly written book by an English author presupposes on the part 
of its readers a thorough knowledge both of London and the works of Virginia Woolf; 
those so qualified should delight in it. Herself a London "street-haunter", Miss 
Woolf used her beloved city as a motivating force for her characters, and through 
their eyes recreated it over many years and in many forms: Regent's Park in Victorian 
and Edwardian days; the Embankment; the London of the 1840's as seen by Miss Barrett's 
Flush; the between-the-Wars London of Mrs. Dalloway; the London that shines through 
the often obscure prose of The Years; the vast sweep of the London of Orlando, who 
lived, both as man and woman, for centuries. Imposing necessary requirements on its 
readers, this book will hold little appeal to those ignorant of London, although de- 
votees of the works of Virginia Woolf who have never crossed the Atlantic will enjoy 
its analyses of her characters, her descriptions, and her prose; it should be an 
excellent addition to college reference libraries of English Literature. 
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Haesaerts, Paul Harry N. Abrams 4 
JAMES ENSOR $17.50 


Strongly decorative, humorous, bizarre, the works of James Ensor are among the 
most immediately likeable of the modern artistic repertoire. Born in Ostend, he was 
highly influenced by his Flemish predecessors and compelled by the mystical elements he 
felt in the sea. Preoccupied with the love-death theme, Ensor's fine craftmanship bespeaks 
both impressionist, expressionist, and surrealist tendencies, though at the basis of his 
colorful canvases lies the signature of the romantic. In this comprehensive study, 512 
reproductions, quotations from Ensor's own writings, and photographs allow the reader a 
full view of the man and his vision which is made coherent by the excellent biographical 
and artistic analysis offered by the author. A book to please and fascinate, James Ensor 
should find a sympathetic response from both serious students of contemporary art and 
from those who ask no more than to be pleasantly refreshed and entertained. (1C:58-9032) 


Ruseoli, Franco Harry N. Abrams 
MODIGLIANI $15.00 


Popular with both the world at large and with his peers, Picasso, Cocteau, 
Brancusi,-Modigliani emerged at a period noted for revolutionary innovation. Despite his 
artistic awareness of contemporary trends, he maintained a personal integrity which 
characterized his paintings. Restrained, elegant, supple, the elongated figures of 
Modigliani shunned abstract use of form and color but, within a framework of strictly re- 
presentational painting, arrived at a pinnacle of poetic expressiveness. In this col- 

~ lection of 36 large color reproductions and ten drawings, dignity and sensuality maintain 
a unique balance, a balance which pronounces the Italian Jewish painter a man of profound 
sympathy and great consistency. A singularly articulate commentary by the author and an & 
introduction by Cocteau punctuate the aesthetic integrity manifest in the paintings. 
(LC:59-14795 ) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 
Page 


768 Henry, Will- FROM WHERE THE SUN NOW STANDS- definite date 1/20 (Random House) 
820 Kern, Seymour- THE GOLDEN SCALPEL-~ price from $3.75 to $3.50 (John Day) 
821. Guy, Maurice- SO WILD THE WIND- price from $3.75 to $3.95 (Putnam) 
822 Morton, Frederic- THE WITCHING SHIP- definite date 1/18. Price is $3.95 (Random House ) 
823 Swarthout, Glendon- WHERE THE BOYS ARE- definite date 1/14. Price is $3.50 
(Random House) 
827 Sheean, Vincent- NEHRU- definite date 1/22 (Random House) 
828 Kahn, E.J., Jr.- THE BIG DRINK- definite date 1/15 (Random House) 
830 Jordan, Jed- FOOL'S GOLD- price from $3.75 to $3.95 (John Day) 
843 Shaw, Irwin- TWO WEEKS IN ANOTHER TOWN- definite date 1/29, Price is $4.95. 
(Random House) 
850 Hunt, Kyle- TO KILL A KILLER~ from 1/? to 2/4. Price is $2,95. (Random House) 
859 Magnuson, Paul- RING THE NIGHT BELL- from 1/21 to 3/10 (Little, Brown) 
883 O'Hara, John- OURSELVES TO KNOW- definite date 2/27 (Random House) 
889 Gaiser, Gerd- THE FINAL BALL- definite price is $3.95. (Pantheon) 
889 Linklater, Eric- THE MERRY MUSE- from 1/29 to 1/27. Price is $3.95. (Harcourt, Brace) 
889 Mayhall, Jane- COUSIN TO HUMAN- from 1/29 to 1/27. Price is $4.50. (Harcourt, Brace) 
890 Sylvester, Robert- TROPICAL PARADISE- definite date 1/28 (Random House) 
893 Conton, William- THE AFRICAN- from 2/8 to 3/28 (Little, Brown) 
895 Wallis, Dave- A GIRL WITH CLASS- from 2/12 to 1/15 (Coward-McCann ) 7 
901 Burns, James M.- JOHN KENNEDY- definite price is $4.75 (Harcourt, Brace) 
904 Cane, Melville- BULLET-HUNTING- definite price is $3.75 (Harcourt, Brace) 
906 Scott, John- DEMOCRACY IS NOT ENOUGH- from 1/29 to 1/27. Price is $3.95. (Harcourt ,Brace) 
907 Manvell & Fraenkel- DR. GOEBBELS- from 1/29 to 4/? (Simon & Schuster 
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